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SUBJECT: VOLUNTARY MEAT RESTRAINT PROGRAM 

FOR AMBASSADOR 

1. DELAYS IN COMPLETION FINAL EXCHANGES OF NOTES IS 
BECOMING A SOURCE OF SERIOUS EMBARRASSMENT. IT IS ESSENTIAL 
THAT EXCHANGES COMPLETED WELL IN ADVANCE JUNE 30, DATE WHEN 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE MUST ISSUE NEXT ESTIMATE OF MEAT 
IMPORTS. U.S. MEAT IMPORTS ARE PRESENTLY RUNNING AT A 
RATE IN EXCESS OF THE TRIGGER LEVEL ESTABLISHED BY THE 
MEAT ACT OF 1964. IF FORMAL AGREEMENT FROM ALL 
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FORTHCOMING BY THE END OF JUNE, USDA MAY BE REQUIRED TO 
ISSUE MEAT IMPORT ESTIMATE IN EXCESS OF TRIGGER, WHICH, 

UNDER THE ACT, WOULD REQUIRE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT QUOTAS 
AT A LEVEL LOWER THAN FIGURE WHICH MOST GOVERNMENT HAS 
ALREADY ACCEPTED. 

2. YOU ARE THEREFORE REQUESTED TO MAKE NEW CONCERTED 
EFFORT TO CONCLUDE FORMAL EXCHANGE OF NOTES WITH HOST 
GOVERNMENT ON MEAT RESTRAINT PROGRAM NOT LATER THAN JUNE20. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING STATUS REPORT ON RESULTS 
YOUR DEMARCHES BY COB JUNE 13. KISSINGER 
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